
Preliminary Plant List for Kanaka Bay Islands: 
(From field surveys on 9.15.11, plants with an asterisk are considered non-native) 
Madrona Murphy, Kwiaht: Center for the Historical Ecology of the Salish Sea 
 
Ferns and Fern Allies: 
Polypodiaceae:   

Polypodium glycyrrhiza   Licorice fern  
 
Trees and Shrubs: 
Berberidaceae: 

Mahonia aquifolium    Tall Oregon-grape 
 

Caprifoliaceae:  Sambucus racemosa    Red elderberry  
Symphoricarpos albus   Snowberry 

 
Rosaceae: 

Rosa nutkana     Nootka rose 
Rubus ursinus     Trailing or wild blackberry 

 
Saxifragaceae:  

Ribes divarcatum    Coast black gooseberry 
 
Grasses and grasslike plants: 
Poaceae: 

Aira caryphyllea    Silver hairgrass * 
Aira praecox     Little hairgrass * 
Bromus hordeaceus    Soft brome * 
Distichlis spicata    Seashore saltgrass  
Leymus mollis    Beach ryegrass  
Festuca rubra     Red fescue  
Hordeum geniculatum   Mediterranean barley * 
Puccinellia nuttalliana  Nuttall’s alkali grass 

 
 
Forbs: 
Apiaceae:  

Sanicula crassicaulis    Pacific sanicle 
 
Asteraceae: 

Achillea millefolium    Yarrow  
Cirsium arvense    Canada thistle * 
Cirsium vulgare    Bull thistle * 
Crepis capillaris    Smooth hawksbeard * 
Grindelia integrifolia    Puget Sound gumweed  
Hypochaeris radicata    Hairy cat's-ear * 
Lactuca serriola    Prickly lettuce * 



Senecio vulgaris    Groundsel * 
Sonchus oleraceus    Common sow-thistle * 
 

Brassicaceae: 
Arabis glabra     Tower mustard 
Cakile maritima   American searocket * 

 
Caryophyllaceae: 

Cerastium arvense    Field chickweed  
Cerastium sp.     Mouse chickweed  
Spergularia macrotheca   Beach sandspurry 

 
Chenopodiaceae: 

Atriplex gmelinii   Gmelin's orache  
Atriplex patula    Common orache 
Salicornia virginica   Pickleweed 

 
Fabaceae: 

Trifolium microcephalum   Small-headed clover  
Trifolium microdon    Thimble clover  
Trifolium willdenovii    Tomcat clover  
Vicia hirsuta     Hairy vetch * 

 
Lamiaceae: 

Satureja douglasii    Yerba buena 
 
Liliaceae: 

Allium acuminatum    Hooker's onion 
 
Plantaginaceae: 

Plantago maritima    Sea plantain 
 
Plumbaginaceae: 

Armeria maritima    Sea-thrift 
 

Polygonaceae: 
 Rumex acetosella    Sheep sorrel * 

 
Rubiaceae: 

Galium aparine    Catchweed bedstraw * 
 
  
  
  
 
 


